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 CS SENATE BILL 216 (EDC)

 “An Act relating to sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention efforts in public schools.”

EXPLANATION OF CHANGES

(Version U to Version P)
1. Section 3, Pages 2-3, lines 11-26

Deleted Section 3, establishing a Sexual Abuse and Sexual Assault Training Advisory Task Force. 
Explanation:  The Council on Domestic Violence has worked with The Department of Education, Department of Health and Social Services, members of the Alaska Association of School Boards, and various non-profits researching curricula and training programs on sexual abuse and assault.  The council has evidence based program research and instituted pilot programs to test the effectiveness of several programs.  School districts will have the ability to use the resources of the council for the implementation of the programs required by SB216, which eliminates the need for the establishment of a task force.   

2. Page 1, lines 10-13

Amended language in lines 10-13 of subsection (a), for clarity:

 (a) The governing body of each school district shall adopt and implement a policy, establish a mandatory training program for employees and students enrolled in grades kindergarten through 12, and provide publications relating to sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention to parents, students, and staff.

Page 1, line 14 

Delete, “notice” 


Insert, “publications” 

Explanation- It was brought to the sponsor’s attention the meaning of “notice” in the sections cited above was unclear.  “Notice” was intended to refer to printed materials or posters that under SB216 would be distributed or posted in public schools relating to sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention.  To clarify this intention, “notice” was replaced with “publications” in the sections above and some wording was amended. 
3. Page 2, lines 9-10
Adds a new subsection:

(d) The training required in this section may be provided with the continuing education required for public school employees under AS 18.66.310. 

Explanation- By adding subsection (d) school districts, that currently have the ability to consult with the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (CDVSA) to provide continuing education in domestic violence (AS 18.66.310), for the public employees who are required by law to report abuse or neglect of children under AS 47.17.020, will now have the ability for consultation with CDVSA on the training that would be required for sexual abuse and sexual assault in SB216. 
[18.66.310 (a) Employers of state or local public employees, including employees of public schools, shall, in consultation with the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, provide continuing education in domestic violence, for the public employees who are required by law to report abuse or neglect of children under AS 47.17.020.]
4. Page 2, lines 15-18 

Adds Sec. 3 to amend AS 18.66.310 by adding a new subsection (e) to read: 

“When providing the continuing education required under (a) an employer of public schools employees may also provide the training and information required under AS 14.30.355.”
 Explanation- This additional section supports the change in (3.) by allowing the training required in 18.66.310 on domestic violence to take place at the same time as the training on sexual abuse and sexual assault awareness and prevention.
5.  Page 2, line 19 

    Adds an effective date of June 1, 2016

Explanation- The addition of this effective date will give sufficient time for districts to connect with the resources provided by the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, and other non-profit agencies to help with the implementation and training requirements of SB216. 
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