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Thank you chairman Meyer and Senate Finance Committee
members.

I'am Jennifer Gibbins, a local business owner and president of the
Cordova Chamber of Commerce.

As Chamber president, what 1 wish to speak to you about today is
the economic importance of the Cordova Center project for which
the City of Cordova is requesting $6.5 million from the State
Capital Budget.

A bump of 20% or 30% in sales associated with a group coming to
town means that a shop owner is in the black. This is vitally
important in rural Alaska. It means jobs, kids in school and a
vibrant community.

It means local sales taxes for the City to continue to provide
services - and it means that the small businesses that our fishing
fleet expects when they return for the season, are still here.

And that means those fishermen will continue to fish here -
contributing $44.1 million in ex-vessel income to the State, which
equates to $1.4 million in fisheries tax revenue.

No doubt the Cordova Center will add to the quality of life for our
residents, but from the standpoint of the Chamber of Commerce,
this is a vitally needed economic development project.

Our goal for the Cordova Center is to keep our fleet here, our local
small businesses strong and our economy growing.

We thank you very much for the opportunity to share these
thoughts with you today and appreciate your consideration of
Cordowa’s funding request for The Cordova Center.

41ifer Glbbins

President
Cardoya Chamber of Commerce





