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SENATOR BILL WIELECHOWSKI


MEMORANDUM – School Meals Numbers

Alaska is a diverse state and the additional funds for school meals will help schools in different regions and different economic situations differently. Here are the three ways these funds should help schools:

Help Schools Which Are Dipping Into Operating Budgets. 
· Thirty-seven Alaska school districts are currently dipping into their operating budgets for a total of $7.8 million. 
· SB3 should allow some schools to defray part of these costs, allowing them to use more of their operating budgets for classroom needs.

Operating Budget Expenditures 2010

	School
	Percent of students who qualify for low or reduced price meals
	Money taken from the operating budget to support the school meals

	Bering Strait
	87% 
	$1,021,950 

	Kashunamiut
	75% 
	$50,000

	Lower Yukon
	67% 
	$1.7 million 

	Northwest Arctic
	72% 
	$805,430 

	Southwest Region
	91%
	$305,000

	Yukon-Koyukuk
	82%
	$94,091




Help Schools Increase Low Student Participation
· Currently, many schools are underachieving when it comes to participation of students in the free or reduced-price meals program. 
· The additional funds provided by SB3 should allow some schools room to increase participation in their programs. 





Breakfast Examples 2010

	School
	% of student body qualifying for free/reduced breakfast
	% of qualifying free/reduced students NOT participating in breakfast program

	Anchorage
	37%
	77%

	Bering Strait
	87%
	64%

	Bristol Bay Borough Schools
	43%
	80%

	Chatham School District
	70%
	94%

	Dillingham
	71%
	80%

	Fairbanks
	28%
	69%

	Kashunamiut
	75%
	53%

	Kenai Penninsula
	37%
	80%

	Lower Kuskokwim
	72%
	61%

	Lower Yukon
	67%
	53%

	Matanuska/Susitna Borough
	66%
	66%

	Sitka Borough
	27%
	90%

	Total
	41%
	74%





Help Schools Increase Food Quality, Nutrition
· These extra funds should allow some schools to increase the nutritional quality of meals. 
· Under new USDA standards for school meals (which go into effect in the Fall of 2012) schools are encouraged to add more fresh fruits, vegetables, whole grains, low-fat dairy products and lower sodium. (Sample menu attached.)
· There is also a great opportunity to involve our state agriculture more in our school meals programs with the Farm to School project (HB70) which went into effect last year.  Alaska’s first farm to school summit was held on Jan. 12th, with over 50 people from around the state in attendance.  An outcome of this summit was the establishment of an advisory team to assist with development of a strategic plan and assessment method. 
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