Written testimony in response to HB 201, 28th Legislature 
February 12, 2014


I am writing this letter in support of HB201 and its amendments to reinstitute public notification and a time for public comment prior to the permitting and application of pesticides and/or herbicides on state easements and public land, including transportation rights-of–way. I am also supportive of its inclusion of buffers to protect salmon streams and community watersheds. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Living in SE Alaska on Prince of Wales Island for over 30 years, teaching high school, and working as a crew member fishing commercially for salmon and halibut during this time, I have been proud of living in a state where protecting salmon habitat and preserving the reputation of a wild and chemical-free resource has been a priority.  Now I feel that in the name of streamlining state government and permitting we are about to sacrifice what we have worked so hard protect.  For the current administration to eliminate the public process when it comes to applying chemicals to salmon streams and community watersheds is more than disappointing, it’s disturbing. This is no place to cut government corners. We have a right to know and to comment when it comes to protecting salmon habitat and our drinking water.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.



Cheryl Fecko
Craig, Alaska 


