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Coordinated Transportation for Alaskans

Working with the Alaska Mobility Coalition (AMC), the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special
Education, Alaska Mental Health Board, Advisory Board on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse and the Alaska
Commission on Aging, in collaboration with the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, the Alaska
Brain Injury Network and the Alaska Suicide Prevention Council, have identified as two of their joint
priorities, the creation of legislation addressing the role of public and community transportation in
Alaska and the establishment of a permanent Coordinated Transportation Commission. The partner
boards also support the creation of a statewide fund for public and community transportation in
Alaska. Following are overviews of these priorities:

Creation of legislation identifying 1) the role of public and community transportation in Alaska and
2) establishing a permanent commission to address public and community transportation in Alaska.
Alaska does not have enabling statutes within state law that define the state’s role in public and
community transportation. This role should be defined and developed to serve all public and
community transportation users —including Alaskans with disabilities. Additionally, in July 2010,
Governor Parnell signed an administrative order reestablishing a statewide task force on public and
community transportation in Alaska that has a sunset provision (January 2012). The AMC and the
partner boards believe a permanent commission will be needed to address the ongoing
transportation needs of Alaskans across the state.

Creation of a statewide fund for public and community transportation in Alaska. Alaska is one of
only three states that does not provide operating support for public transportation. Therefore, in
Alaska, the burden shifts to local governments, tribal governments, and non-profits to partner with the
federal government to provide these services. In some cases, transit agencies have had to turn down
federal money because they did not have the match funds available. This has had an impact on all users of
public transportation, particularly in tough economic times when bus fares have increased and hours of
service have been cut back. The boards support requesting $3 million dollars to partner with local transit
systems, with a match requirement (in kind or cash) for transit systems to participate in the program.
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