I support public education.  I oppose anything that dilutes support of public education.  I oppose amending the constitution to allow public money to flow to private schools.  I urge the finance committee to kill SJR-9.
On a strictly economic note, a recent study done by a labor economist at Princeton University shows that each new high school graduate will confer a net return to taxpayers of nearly $130,000.  It makes sense to invest in public education.  The same study went on to say that those who do not complete high school have higher levels of unemployment, contribute less to tax revenue, are less healthy, are more likely to need emergency care, and are more likely to turn to the criminal sector when other opportunities vanish.  All this comes at a high cost to society.
It should be clear, then, that support for education is in society’s best interest.
So…do vouchers advance this goal?  No.  They do not.  Research, including that of voucher advocates, shows that public school achievement is as good as, and sometimes better, than students with vouchers who attend private school.
Three such studies done by the General Accounting Office, by the Ohio Department of Education, and by Princeton University all demonstrate that there is no statistically significant difference in achievement between students in public schools and those in private schools who have voucher assistance.
This not to say that rich kids in private schools don’t do better than poor kids in public school.  Rich kids do better.  Some private schools do a bang-up job.  That’s not the point.  
The point is that public funding of private schools does not improve student performance.
Since there’s only so much money, public funding of private schools will take money away from those things that have repeatedly been shown to improve student performance in public schools.  Smaller class size, good teachers (especially in the early grades), and high-quality preschool are all known to boost achievement.
Funding vouchers does not improve student performance.  Rather, by diluting funding available to those things that do, it makes things worse and society suffers.
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