Amendment 6

2021 SESSION OPERATING BUDGET AMENDMENT


OFFERED IN: 	The House Finance Subcommittee

TO: 			HB 69 / HB 71

OFFERED BY: 	Rep. Josephson and Rep. Spohnolz

DEPARTMENT:		Health and Social Services


APPROPRIATION:		Public Assistance
ALLOCATION: 		Public Assistance Field Services

[bookmark: _Hlk67554199]DELETE:			$1,180.5 Fed Rcpts (1002)
$1,132.9 GF/Match (UGF) (1003)
	
[bookmark: _Hlk67554102]			33 PFT Positions

EXPLANATION:	

This amendment deletes 33 positions within Public Assistance Field Services, which is one third of the reduction in the Governor’s FY22 budget.   The Governor’s larger reduction to this allocation is not prudent given that the technology efficiencies upon which it is based have not been fully implemented.  

The Department states the full reduction can be achieved as a result of advancing technology and planned electronic renewal and recertification programs. New technology often is not implemented as quickly or smoothly as anticipated and Alaskans may not be able to switch to online services at the rate the department hopes.  Should these problems arise, the consequences of insufficient staff to process applications in the traditional manner would be grave for Alaskans who depend on Public Assistance.  

This amendment also provides sufficient staff for the department to handle FY22 changes to COVID-related benefits such as the upcoming large-scale review of Medicaid eligibility when federal benefit extension expires.




