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Texting while driving: Legislature should clear up 
ambiguous law

12.27.11 - 11:50 pm
Editorial

Texting while driving is foolish.

It’s dangerous.

It shows willful disregard for the safety of others.

Alaska’s legislators and Gov. Sean Parnell apparently agreed on all of that when 
they approved a bill in 2008 outlawing texting while driving. At least, that’s what 
they thought they were doing.

It turns out the law, according to a couple of judges, doesn’t actually use the 
words “texting while driving.” That led a Kenai judge to dismiss a case brought 
against a 21-year-old driver who had been charged under the law. And a judge in 
Fairbanks has advised magistrates to not accept cases brought under the law 
because of some ambiguity.

No one can possibly argue that texting while driving should be a permissible 
practice.

The fastest way to clear this up is for the Legislature to quickly approve clear 
language during its next session, which opens in January. The state is appealing 
the decision of the Kenai judge, but the judicial process can consume quite a bit 
of time before an issue is resolved. The Legislature can act quicker.

And it should.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found in a 2010 study that 9 
percent of U.S. drivers reported they “regularly” or “fairly often” text or email 
while driving. The agency also noted “Texting while driving is especially 
dangerous because it combines visual, manual and cognitive distractions.”

The Legislature has already had the debate on this topic. There’s no need to 
rehash the issue.

What is needed is a quick fix and some clear language so we can reduce the 
prevalence of texting while driving. 
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