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Chairman Stedman, Co-chairman Hoffman and Committee members: 

I am a longtime consulting civil engineer and fisherman--and reside in west 
Anchorage. Among other activities I serve on the UAA SOE Advisory Board. I'm 
also a former member ofyour committee-and appreciate the process you are 
going through. 

I want to address two capital budget issues: 

1. 	 Funding for new engineering facilities at UAA and UAF. The need at UAA 
with growth in its engineering program is particularly acute. I am 
particularly pleased to see successful outreaches and support for Native 
students through ANSEP. But UAF with its traditional engineering and 
research programs also has huge needs. I know both of these building 
projects have been presented to you. 

I encourage you to provide sufficient money to advance them. Getting 
funding for construction would be nice-but we need at least enough money 
to advance design and keep these projects on schedule. 

2. 	 Port of Anchorage expansion. The MOA has asked for $350MM to 
complete this. I know this is a big project. It has had its share of challenges. 
But these are being addressed. I supported the initial phases of improve­
ments at the Port in the early 1990s-and want to finish the job. 

In closing, each of these projects has statewide impact and appeal. They have my 
support. 

Loren Leman, P .E. 
2699 Nathaniel Ct 
Anchorage, AK 99517 
(907) 243-2000 



PIONEER MEMORIAL PARK, INC. 

BOX 70176 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-0176 


Phone: 907-456-8579 


e-mail: info@fairbankspioneermuseum.com 


Operator of the Pioneer Museum and Big Stampede Show 


Good Evening: 

I am Kathleen Dalton, a member of the board of directors for the Pioneer Memoria! Park 
Museum board. We are located at Pioneer Park, Fairbanks. 

Our museum board supports funding for the expanded Alaska State library, museum and 
archives, a combined facility that is projected to cost almost $95 million. 

We rely on the Alaska State library and historical archives for professional advice, loan of 
materials, digital copies of rare photographs, and from time to time even small museum grants 
for projects that meet the strict criteria set out by specialized personnel on the state level. 

Our museum was conceived 50 years ago by Sourdoughs in the Interior who began an 
organized effort to collect mining artifacts, pioneer records, and other historic documents that 
reflected the rich history of the Interior of Alaska. Over the years we have advanced into the 
digital age and have our museum articles identified, photographed, and recorded in a computer 
inventory. 

The only public support we receiv~ is the museum physical facility and a city bed tax grant 
which we compete for annually. Through a mutual agreement, the Fairbanks North Star 
Borough rents us space at a minimal charge in exchange for our full time operation during the 
visitor season in Fairbanks. Our museum and art display serve as a major "anchor" and display 
on the east side of the historic park. It is one of four major attractions in the park. Another of 
those four is a major commercial enterprise (salmon bake) that helps attract tourists and locals 
to the public park and, like our museum, serves as a very significant "anchor" to the west side 
of the park. 

Since 1967 the museum has been operating on a completely volunteer basis thanks to the 
generous and collective efforts of the Tanana-Yukon Historical Society, Pioneer Men's Igloo No. 
4, and Pioneer Women's Igloo NO.8. Those organizations support us financially to the best of 
their ability. Those cumulative funds never exceed $5,000 per year. Another sporadic (but not 
guaranteed) source of funding is the Pioneer Foundation. 

-------------_._--------------­
2011 Board Members: JoAnne Oehflng, preSIdent; Donna Kriee v,ce-preSident, Unda Conley, secretary, Pat Doogan_ treasurer; and George LounSbury, Kethleen (M,ke) 

Dalton, Dave Miller 


mailto:info@fairbankspioneermuseum.com


Our prized art display, valued at $1.1 million, is a 15-piece set of murals that show the two major 
gold stampedes into the North Country: The 1897-98 Klondike in the Yukon and Fairbanks gold 

discovery in the early 1900's. The large murals were painted by the late C. Rusty Heurlin and 
narrated by the Ruben Gaines, named Poet Laureate for Alaska in mid 20th century. They are 
owned by the Fairbanks Pioneers and are arranged in a circular theater setting that is 
electronically controlled for maximum viewing. 

We operate a small museum store, the proceeds of which go to the wages of summer time 
docents. 

We support the expansion of the Alaska State Library and particularly the state historical 
archives. Without their support, our small, quality museum would be lacking. 

Thank you. 

Kathleen Dalton, 
Box 70681 Fairbanks, AK 99707-0681 322-6733 cell 479-6733 home 
Pioneer Museum, Box 70176, Fairbanks, AK 99707-0176 456-8579 

2011 Board Members JoAnne Oehnng. presIdent', Donna Krier, vice'pres,dent, Linda Conley secretary. Pat Doogan. treasurer. and George Lounsbury. Kathleen (Mike) 
Dalton. Dave M,ller 



Dear Senate Finance Committee members: 

I have been trying to call in to testify during public testimony for the Capital Budget, but am 
experiencing some problems due to high call volumes (according to the Anchorage L10). I have here cc'd 
some of our members who had planned to call in as well. These members are from regions around the 
state including Fairbanks, Juneau, Anchorage, and Bethel. Below is my testimony for your convenience 
in case I am not able to make it through for public testimony verbally. 

My name is Mary Sullivan and I'm writing you for the Alaska Primary Care Association, which represents 
all of Alaska's 143 Community Health Center clinics. CHCs serve the uninsured, under insured or 
otherwise hard to serve populations of Alaska and do not turn anyone away due to inability to pay, 
providing an important and vital safetynet for Alaska. We have member clinics in each district of the 
state, serving your constituents in rural, frontier and urban settings. Spanning both tribal and non tribal 
systems of care, CHCs are a major component to Alaska's overall health care delivery system. 

We urge you to include and support the Patient Centered Medical Home Implementation Planning for 
CHC Clinics increment into the state Capital Budget, SB160. This increment would be routed through 
the Department of Health & Social Services to ultimately fund 3 CHC grantees through a competitive RFP 
process based on readiness. The request is in the amount of $437,500. We have been told by 
Commissioner Streur of DHSS that he supports this request. This money will help CHCs transform to the 
PCMH model, which is a model that was the number one recommendation of the Medicaid Task Force 
last legislative session, and one of the key recommendations of the Alaska Health Care Commission, to 
help control and reduce health care costs in Alaska. This model has been proven to help reduce health 
care costs across health care delivery systems, and to simultaneously improve patient health outcomes 
and satisfaction. Transformation to this model requires upfront investment, planning, and other 
significant technical improvements, however. Therefore, the APCA requests that this increment be 
included in the Capital budget to help assist CHCs with those upfront investment and other challenges as 
they transform to this new model of care. Grantees of this money would participate in the state's pilot 
PCMH project and work with the consultant hired recently by the state to assist Alaska in developing a 
PCMH model to fit Alaska's unique geographic and other challenges. If you include this increment, the 
state will reap the benefits and more importantly, so will Alaskans in your districts. 

Thank you for including this important and modest increment request. 

Respectfully, 

Mary C. Sullivan, MSW 
State Affairs Coordinator 
Alaska Primary Care Association 
903 West Northern Lights Blvd Ste 200 
Anchorage AK 99503 
907 7278773 mobile 
9079298115 office 
907929.2734 fax 
ma!Y@alaskapca.org 
Promoting primary care access for all Alaskans 
*.* •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

wwwalaskapcaorg 
Browse APCA's helpful advocacy information and resources 

mailto:ma!Y@alaskapca.org
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From: Carolyn & Don Gray <dc:gray@mac.com> 
Subjeot: 

Date: March 21. 20'210:19:21 AM GMT-Oa:OO 
To: Senate Flnanee CommiUee 

Submitted to: 
Alaska Senate Rnanoe Committee 
Budget Hearing I submitted at LIO. Fairbanks 
March 21,2012 

We, the Friends oj the University ofAlaska Mu.t;eum, urge your inclusion of $945 million in the proposed 
budget for the completion of the Alaska State Library, Archives, and Museum facUity. Aware of the 
acquisition and maintenance of Alaska's historical. cultural and natural history, we are p;lrticularly 
concerned about the poor conditions of the three current separate Juneau faciHties' and their responsibilities 
for the state's heritage. 
The legacy of Alaska's Native heritage, and unique artifacts and documentation of the Russian American, 
Territorial and Statehood periods arc precious and cannot be replaced. The State Library, Archives and 
Museum provide services to all reeions of the state includine specialized technical and c'Jnservation 
assistance to museums, Hbrades and historical societies. 
The new facility will bring efficiency to the current 3 divisions and ease public access to di~itaJ collections 
while providing essential protection and preservation of the priceless articles of the entir,! state's heritage. 
On behalf of our current and future generations of residents, researchers, and scholars, ",e urge you to 
include funding in your proposed FYI3 capital budget to compJete the State Library • .An;hives, and 
Museum facility. 

Sincerely, 

Don Gray, President 
Friends of the University of Alaska Museum of the Nonh 

mailto:dc:gray@mac.com
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Alaska State Legislature 


Please enter into the record my testimony to the ___Se.co--......=-=:.lk..:::::......:~_\.I.J,u...llO.,.;;.A.IIIo.C\C..Iloo..<e.~_________~ 
Committee name 

Committee on _--'::?=-..::~::::...J.,.;\\o""-O=--:--:-:-:--:--_~_____,dated 3} 2" 2012. 
Bill/Subject 

To the Senate Finance Committee; 

I am explessing public interest during the:: SB 160 public comment period for the committee meeting tonight. I 
am vrritini in support of the Alaska Association of Conservation Districts (AACD). These Districts perfonn 
essential work throughout Alaskan communities that would otherwise not be aocomplished. Government 
agencies such as DNR, NRCS, Div. of Ag. USDFW, AKDF&G, and many others rely on Conservation Districts 
to assist with projects that benefit 'the government, local businesses, local citizens, and Alask,an visitors alike. 
In my community, the Conservation District builds and maintains public trails, provides nuuient management 
plans fot fanners and gardeners, rehabilitates shoreline at valuable fish habitat sites, helps st.,p the spread of 
noxious weeds, does land capability classification data collection to determine the best sites for future 
agriculture use, creates OIS maps for govenunent agriculture use, assists local citizens with :nower beds and 
tourist attractions in Talkeetna, and much, much more. State funding is essential to obtain funding for these 
projects because they all require match funding. Without State funding, that match would be unavailable and 
these projects would not be accomplished. 
The District hires local youth, ages 14·17, to accomplish most of the jobs listed above through the Youth 
Conservation Coxps (YCC). These youth live in an impoverished community where 72% of the school kids are 
on the free and reduced lunch program. The jobs provided by the local Conservation District allow these kids to 
not only make a good wage, but learn work ethics, responsibility, and conservation practices at the same time. 
There are always more youth looking for a good job than there are YCC positions to fill, witlout State funding 
there may be no jobs for the local youth. The community is very upset to hear the YCC is in danger of shutting 
down due to a lack of State funding. 
Please help our community help the conservation of natural resources. Without this, where would we be today? 
Please continue to fund the Conservation Districts and allow these important tasks to continue. 

Sincerely. 

Laura Allen 


'o..u..m\ee.\-(-Q\le.,\e.r ~ ·io..~ . wN"\ 
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GREA1i.RWASlIJA CHAM8ER·QI= COMMERCE 

RBOLIJ'nONNo. ZOU4 


SUPPOR'lltiG £X1'ENSIOft Of THI ALASKA IAJl.RQAD FRO., THE RAIlROAU 

MAIN UNEl'O POaT ~ 


wtiER£A$, buOc .naaaratrtl5OUrCl! clevelopmentand e.,n is i~ to th4IMOnoMy of the 

Matlnusu.5llsitna Barot.llh, ltIe DenalBorouIh, the Falrllanb North SIIrBare., ani' theState of 

AMsbiMd 

1NttEftEAS.,tbI! ablUl¥'of the AJasb biirDadtocantlnuelOprowa ~1r~ 

ofblAallnmadlltltas. tdtaI to the economic beallb of Alaska: and 

WHEREAS. Port Macbn:zJe. with It5 ,,"aaes ofJndustriai develapmem ..nd lind dHpdreft 

docf<,is a deveSGpillCpottwltb Cillp8bilily far built Il~ rtlSau!'Ce tnItIiSpOrt; and 

WHERIAS,.Port·MacKeftIieIs 13,....of handlln& panan&lJ( and capHIZe~1 CtM.1atps& 

ships in1be worktb. and 

WtIIJQ!AS. Port MacKenzie is doset ta tidewatarthanS. axistini porbd SauUa!IltraJ 

"lUkajlJnd 

WHEREAS, • iBortar diPance 'D tidewater will malce re501.ll'Ce~A.mJQSIILlt"CenV'al 

and IntBtorAtadla moreeconomtcM b\' laweri~trenspoctatSon costs; _ 

WKIRtAS, tbe shorterr'lll dlstaftce to tida_tv,will further S1tmUlat:e tfHU.... M.d export of 

c:oaI fI'Dm·the UsibeIII mi_ and otherextraettd matertal dfteIopmemslJ\ ~ o.aJl 8otouah. 

MatMusD-Susltne 8arouah .l)dll1terior Alilslca; and 

GWCC Resolution 2011-03 
Pall! 1m2 
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WtfEREAS, the raU utenaion.aU mak8development 011 natU.... reIOU~Cco*~ limestone. 

sanciandpavel,tlmberand. metallic minerals, c.) Ioc:attId u.1h8 raft belt aM tnterlor rnor. 

economically ntuible; and 

WtEREASt brall spur to pOft' MatKenzle will ~tc more·1IS8JI! of the Alaska l\ailroad and 

1ncrease the economic viability attht railroad; and 

WHEREAs, the. Ifttre.IH in economic: actMty Will slplftcantly coatrIbute to the Stilbis. 

IIUIhDlI'Ik.wd bMIg, luU'aas. flmploymentofAlaskans. aW\d "",,"bum to the condnued ecenomlc 

SUbHttr of one ofh ilIstetlfGWinl NIfons In the natloll. 

NOW THUIFOR£•.b$It·rasol¥ed that the G....waslla Chamber of.~! strvnafy 

supports COI'IIII'IICtiO of the Alaska ..Iline !tlrte..... from the AIeIilkI Railroad maInI.....: to Port 

MacKenzie. 

GREATER WASILlA CliAMeEI OF COMMERCE 

QuentinAIgQad - Secretary 

GWCC RC$OIution 2011..03 
p.Zof2 

http:Ifttre.IH
http:utenaion.aU
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Senate Finance Committee, 

Thank you for the painstaking work on our state's oil tax structure. 
Until oil throughput stops declIning our state needs projects either than 
the oilfield to supplement state revenues. 
Port MacKenzie Rail Is one such project. 

ThiS 32-mile rail link from the lnalnllne to • deepwater lport may 

seem insignificant; but, It provtde810W cost transportatloll'l for 

mineral development that does not exist today. We know' that 

prh,ate sector development follows government Infrastructure 

Investments. 


University Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) estImates that 1,000 mlne!r.' 

occurrences (of copper, lead, zinc, molybdenum, sliver) are 

deposited along the Railroad's mainline. 

By developing just three of those mines: 


• 	 The expected revenues to the state are $300 Inillion a 
year over 60 years. 

• 	 The projected economic benefits to the rallbelt 
communities are $3 billion per year. 

• 	 3,000 construction-related jobs and 4,000 mining 
Jobs will be created along the corridor from Fait-banks to 
Anchorage. 

Keep in mind, with the creation of jobs comes head 01 hou.!hold 
wages and often medlcallnsutllnce benefits. With these jobs 
and insurance, comes II reduction in public as.'stJlnce "leedS. 
Work: Is good for we human beings; work Is good for our mental and 
physical health, thus again, reducing the need for pubtfc assistance. 
I believe an infrastructure Investment with public funds to pnxtuce 
such jobs Is a better u.e of public money because when the 
project is complete and the construction jobs are gone we stili have a 
tangible asset which will continue to bring job opportunities long tn 
to the future. 
If we as a state are looking for an Industry to stimulate, It's the idle 
minerals and bulk resources spread along the maInline from Point 
MacKenzie to Fairbanks. Established mines such as Fort Knox and Pogo 
are already saying the rail link will reduce their transportation 
costs making even gold mines more competitive. I'm a 5UppC)rter of 
the Wasilla Chamber of Commerce; however, I view the Port Mac Rail 
project as a statewide project benefiting all Alaskans. I urge you 
to support thIs prOject by approving the funding for this transportation 
Infrastructure which will in turn provide a benefit a'lI Alaskans. I 
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believe it is the purpose of government to use public money to provide 
Infrastructure which provides for the private sector to thrive. 

Thank you for your hard work and attention to this project. 

fJ)iana L. StrauD, 805, ACB, CL 

Wasilla, Alaska 



Sydney Seay 

From: Loren D. Leman <Idl@mlfaalaska.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 20126:37 PM 
To: Sen. Bert Stedman 
Cc: Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.atate.ak.us; Sen. Johnny Ellis; Sen. Donny Olson; Sen. 

Dennis Egan; Sen. Lesil McGuire; Sen. Joe Thomas 
Subject: SB160 Testimony 
Attachments: Written Testimony to Senate Finance Committee on SB160 3.21.12.pdf 

Senators Stedman, Hoffman and other members of the Senate Finance Committee: 

I called in this evening to testify at 5:30 pm, when I understood you would be able to take my testimony. However, 
because of technical challenges, it wasn't until close to 6 pm that I was assisted by a teleconference operator-and I 
have been listening to testimony since then. Just in case you are unable to take my testimony during the remaining time 
I have available (my time window is closing rapidly), I am sending my comments in writing on two areas of the capital 
budget-UA engineering facilities and Port of Anchorage expansion. 

Thank you for listening-and reading. Best wishes with your work. 

loren leman, P.E. 

696-6209 (W) or 243-2000 (H) 
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